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BURMAN MISSION. 


Extracts from Dr. Price’s Journal, addiesscd to 
the Corresponding Secretary. 

Jan. 8, 1827. This evening. after worship, my 
young pupil candidly acknowledged, that although 
lie had great confidence in what L said respecting 
what | bad myself seen, yet lie could pot believe 
without the most convincing evidence what | re 
ported from hearsay, that the san could be seea 





curing the whole of the night frou some past of 
the globe, or that the world could be sailed round, | 


either of which circtimstances being truce. he cou- 
fessed his religion must of course be given up. 

14. Lord’s-day. Translated the 22d, 23d, 24:h, 
of Genesis. 

17. Began reading the Bible in school, form 
ing my most forward boys into a class for this pur- 

108e. 
18. Set my Bible class to draw the map of the 
world in their black books. This is a litte be- 
ginning which promises much towards enlighten- 
ing the mind of a people whose very religion is 
mixed up with the grossest absurdities in geogra- 
phy. 

4. Lord’s-day. Translated the 28th and 29th 
of Genesis ; and had worship in the evening as 
ustial, 

10. Visiting the palace, found his majesty en- 
paged with a large company ; supposing business 
of importance might be occupying them, I kept 
aloof, until the king espying me, called me near, 
and bade me preach tothem. While I was en- 
deavoring to think of a suitable subject, the king’s 
uncle, the Mahoon Prince, saved me the trouble, 
by asking me what was the state of the haman be- 
ing after death. On this interesting subject I had 
descanted at some length, when his majesty ivter- 
rupted me, by inquiring what were the duties to be 
performed to entitle one to the enjoyments of 
heaven? T'referred him to:the .wo great conr 
mandinents ; than which he allowed nothing co 
be better. He next inquire¥' Sf she crinies whi 
sink to irremediable misery, ou_my’ classing 
the various sins of man according to. heiropposi- 
tion to these twacommands, his majesty expressed 
his entire approbation of what-E-had said, so as 10 
take my side—when some one suggested the com- 
mon objection of killing creatures. ; 

_ 18. Lord’s-day. Translafeil the 3ist of Gene- 
sis, and discoursed this evening from the parable 
of the husbandman iu the vineyard. 

23. This evening the Secretary for the Chi- 
nese department called, and the subject of religion 


being proposed and discussed at some length, he 
d¢ patted, promising to come day after to morrow 
to evening worship. 

25. Lord’s-day. Went in the morning to the 
| Cullin Mengee’s, and there found bis son-in-law, 
together with the son-in law of the former govern- 
(or of Rangoon, disposed to enter on religious con- 
iversation. They appeared somewhat netiled at 
ithe suo’s being visible, though north of the Man- 
; mo monrntatu, and at ships’ returning to the same 
| pot without changing their course ; and more still, 
at some complete inconsistencies which I pointed 
out in their own religious creed. ‘Translated the 
32d and 35:1 of Genesis; and in the evening, while 
discoursing to a listening audience on the nature, 
use aud necessity of the Christian panoply, the 
Secretary for Chinese depariment, with a com- 
panion of some talents and reading, came in ; and 
afier listening to ime to the close of our worship, 
they opened a conversation of the most interesting 
nature. The Secretary’s companion began in se 
bold and confident a manner, that [ thought it 
hest to soffer him to spend his stvength before 
coming to close quarters. The event answered 
my expectation ; for, by going full lengths with 
him where he was in the right, I was enabled to 
gain his complete acquiescence in what L pointed 
out to be wanting or wrong. The subjects intro- 
duced were, the existence of God in contrast to the 
annihilation of Gaudama—the killing of creatures 
compared to the killing of vegetables—the inutil- 
ity and stupidity of worshipping images—the cre- 
ation and fall of man—his restoration through 
Jesus the Saviour—and al! the various duties to 
be performed by the disciples of Christ. During 
the conversation, | experienced the gracious aid 
of Him who has said, “ [ will be with you always,” 
and “ never leave nor forsake you.” Surely, the 
word of everlasting truth is a two edged sword; 
and though in the hands of the most unworthy 
and unskilful, must, if boldly spoken, and plainly 


set forth, put ta silence the boldest oppesers. The 
keeper of the king’s wardrobe and the Secretary's 


wife were presemt duriag the discussion. © Lord, 
open thou the blind eyes, and let Burmans be con- 
verted unto thee, numerous as the drops of morn- 
ping dew ! os | 

27. The Secretary, with his companion, again 
attended evening worship, and again entered into 
,conversation, but more like inquirers than oppos- 
ers. ‘To silence and even conviuce a heathen is 
not the difficulty ; but to persuade him to leave 
the prejudices and habits of his whole Jife, and 
separate himself from a whole natioa—here lies 
the labor. An Almighty orm alone, is sufficient 








for this work: and to Him must we leave it—- 
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50 Jews in Poland, 


while in the morning we sow the seed, and in the 
evening withhold not the hand. 

March 1. My young writer commences learn- 
ing English, at the command of the king. 

7. , Seventeen canvon fired on the oceasion ef 
putting fire to the mould for an immense idol, 


which the queen is making iv the palace yard. 
16. The casting of the idol is completed, and 


cannon are again fired, Into the last pots of brass, 
much silver and gold was thrown by the grandees 
and their wives, to form the idol’s head. 

17. On occasion of the casting of the idol, all 
the blacksmiths in the three towns are pressed into 
the service ; amoung the rest, a man who furnished 
all the iron work tor the house at Sakaing, and 
who now resides in ny yard, was called with his 
tools. I cousidered :his an outrage which I oaght 
not to pass by ; and I took the opportunity of ma- 
hing a complaint to each of the members of gov 
erument, taking good care to let them understand 
the reasons in full why LT could not give my con- 
sent, or lend any assistance to the work of open 
rebellion against the sovereign of heaven and 
earth. My argumeuts were listened to with seri- 
ousness, aud I was assured my man should not be 
employed, and he accordingly was set at liberty. 
Nevertheless, by mistake, his instruments were 
not returned until to-day, and | have reason to be- 
lieve they were employed in the idolatrous work ; 
of this I informed the Wongee, and he appeared 
much enraged, that his strict order on the subject 
should be thus lightly atieuded to. On the whole, 
I trust some truth has been instilled, which may in 
futare appear. - , 

$0. Paid a visit to the Queen’s Archbishop. 
He is seated just before an immense idol, some 
feet above his cringing audience: conversed with 
him till late in the evening on religious, geograph- 
ical, and astronomical subjects, on each of which 
his creed is equally absurd. I left, with the prom 
ise of showing him the moon and planets in a light 
which would confirm the opinions f had advanceu 
on them. 

April 2. Took the king’s large telescope to 
the Archbishop, and after waiting about two hours, 
in which interval, all the inmates of the queen’s 


great abbey took a peep, his reverence himself 


appeared, and secmed beyond measure astonished 
and delighted with the new scene which opened 
before him. The lateness of the hour prevented 
our renewing the conversation of the other evening. 

8. Lord’s day. A wild elephant breaks louse 
from the enclosure, passes very near the king, and 
injures a number of his people. Twas engaged in 
translating the 4ist chapter of Genesis, with my 
yorng writer, when [ was called, by the king’s 
order, to attend upon a nobleman who had his 
arm fractured, and was otherwise bruised and torn 
in a shocking manner. 

11. The wounded man is doing well. This 
evening, at 10 o’clock, 51 minutes, the cannon 
fires, and the new year water-least commences. 





SPIRIT OF INQUIRY AMONG THE JEWS 
JIN POLAND. 


Extracts from the Journals of Messrs. Hoff, Beck. 
er and Miersohn. 

At Radom. Mr. Hoff was visited by several 

Jews, w whom ke spoke earnestly on the demands 

of the law. Their consciences being convinced, 








(Jus; 


they agreed to what was stated, and acknowledged 
their want of a Redeemer, Ou another occasion 
he preached a missionary sermon at the Lutheran 
Chapel, which was crowded with Jews and Chris- 
tians. Late in the evening, three Jews called to 
converse with him on the truths of Christianity, 
one of whom, an old man, appeared to be deeply 
interested. When his companions said they must 
go, he remarked that he should be willing to re- 
main all night. 

At Lublin, he gave to some Jews a number of 
Tracts. “ By this means (he remarks) our arrival 
was made kvown, and thus our room became be- 
sieged by Jews, so that we were obliged to shut 
the door, and to allow only a certain number to 
enter atatime. A large number of Tracts were 
distributed. 

The next day he was visited by an old Jewish 
acquaintance, who communicated some interest- 
ing statements concerning what had happened in 
favor of Christianity among the Jews in that place. 

On the third day, a Jew, apparentiy sincere, 
called at his room, aud afier sonie conversation 
retuned, taking with him a copy of the Jewish- 
German translation of Isaiah. On reaching home, 
he spoke to his father-in law of the fine translation 
he had received, and directed his attention to the 
(My third chapter, “ Who hath believed our re- 
port,” &c. The old man perused it, and it seem- 
ed to make a deep impression on him. When 
asked bis opinion about it, he said, “ The prophet 
speaks of a person who shall come, be rejected 
and despised, but who shall nevertheless be ithe 
Redeemer from sin.” After having given this 
natural exposition of the chapter, the old man be- 
came very uneasy, exclaiming, “This is a difficult 
matter ;”. adding, “ it is quite favorable to the 
Ctristians.” Then he asked his son-in-law what 
we, the missionaries, said on the chapter. The 
latter observed, that we expounded it in the same 
way he bad done. The old man confessed he 
could not contradict the assertions deduced from 
this chapier ; but he added, “ Perhaps the missicn- 
aries have purposely made a wrong translation.” 
It was then proposed that they should compare it 
with the original: this they did, and the result 
was, the true translation was justified, and the ex- 
position confirmed. The old man then became 
more uneasy, but at length took refuge in the 
Commentary of Rashi. After a critical examin- 
ation, however, of the chapter, the ill grounded 
explanation of Rashi contributed only to confirm 
the old man in our view of tse chapter, and he 
pronounced Rashi’s explanation to be wrong. 

We have great reason for gratitude to Almighty 
God, for the success which we have bad with the 
Jews here. In no place have we found them so 
dispesed to hear us, We may hope, assuredly, 
that the knowledge of the Lord their Redeemer is 
approaching them. 


Interesting Case of a Jewish Female.—Two 
years ago, says Mr. Becker, when coming from 
Czersker, I heard of a Jewish female in this place 
[Coshinize}] who was inclined towards Christian- 
ity. On our arrival we inquired for her, an¢ 
heard the following particulars. By some meaiis 
which we did not learn, but probably from reading 
different books, as she has reveived a good educe- 
tion, her mind had been led to consider the religion 
of Christians sone years ago, ‘The Roman Catt: 
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1828.] Jews 
olie clergyman of this ptace spoke to ber, and she 
was brought into the house of the nobleman who 
resided there. By some stratagem of the Jews, 
she was got away from the nobleman’s house. 
Her father then went to the nobleman, and pro. 
tested against his receiving her again, declaring 
that he would rather be beaten to death than to 
see his child apostatise from the Jewish faith. On 
his obtaining a promise that she should not be 
taken away from him, he put her for several weeks 
into a cellar, where her only allowance was bread 
and water. But notwithstanding this, she rematn- 
ed firm in her purpose, and was the means of bring- 
ing another Jewish girl to the same persuasion 
with herself. From this time she was constantly 
wretched. One of the few Tracts we had distrib- 
uted had found its way to her, and we could see 
her reading it all the morning. In the afternoon 
we gave away a Cliristian book, and this she also 
found means to obtain. The book was entitled, 
“ Jesus the Friend of Children.” It was evident 
that she wanted to come tous. Jn the course of 
the evening she, with her companion, passed be- 
fore our house, as if to speak with us, and we 
therefore wished her good evening. Afier the 
moon got up, the Jews collected in front of our 
house, to pay their accustomed homage to the 
moon, and she, with the other girl, came and sat 
down near the house. When the Jews retired, 
Miersohn went to her, and was grieved to see the 
marks of suffering impressed upon her counte- 
nance. She poured out her heart in a few words, 
and he comforted her by directing her to look to 
the Lord Jesus. But «we were soon interrupted by 
the Jews, and were obliged to leave her. Her 
firmness amidst all her sufferings has affected us. 
May the Lord Jesus give her strength to bear her 
cross; and may he uphold her by his faithful 
hand! 

Towards evening, on the following dav, she 
again endeavored to have some conversation with 
us, but was prevented by the Jews. It is remark- 
able that her mother went yesterday to Warsaw, 
which leaves her a little more at liberty ; but sever- 
al Jews are charged to watch her. After ten 
o'clock, when the Jews were goue to bed, she sent 
a German to M., requesting him to meet her at 
the door of her house. When he came, she thank- 
ed him for bis letter, which she said gave her 
courage and strengthened her. She said that she 
was to be punished for having exchanged the few 
words with us last night, and that at one time a 
kuife had been held to her to frighten her. Mier- 
sohn writes, “ My own experience taught me to 
feel for her, and I could place myself entirely in 
her situation, 1 related to her part of the history 
of my own life, which had been in some degree 
like her own; but our conversation could only 
be short. She asked, with childlike simplicity, 
“ Were yon really a Jew ?” and when I answered, 
* Yes,” joy overspread her face, and she said, 
* That is delightful—be thankful to the Lord for 
his great mercy.” She promised to try her best 
to come to us to-morrow ; but in case she should 
not come, she desired me to take an opportunity 
of calling at her shop. 

About nine o’clock in the morning of the third 
day, Miersohn went to the shop of Sarah. ‘To 
herself he could speak but little, and could scarce- 
ly give her the Tracts which he bad brougtit for 


in’ Poland. 4l 


whom was the Judge, who walked about the shop 
inarage. We did not mind this, but spoke in 
words unintelligible to others, upon the one thing 
needful. M. then addressed him, and asked him 
kindly what was the reason of his anger; but he 
turned away. The otheis appeared friendly, and 
inquired the purpose of our travelling about, which 
M. explained to:iem, with a special view to the 
instruction of Serah, We then set before them 
the particular proofs that Messiah must have al- 
ready come, anc showed how intimately redemp- 
tion was connected with faith. M. added, * Be- 
fore the law was given on Mount Sinai, the people 
had three days to prepare themselves, and is there 
no preparation necessary for the coming of Messi- 
ah? Woe to them whom the Messiah at his com- 
ing shall find in the unbelief of that record which 
he has given of himself!” We left them at one 
o’clock, and we shook bands at parting. Sarah 
lad several times been called to dinner, but she 
refused to leave us, and was very much affected at 
parting with us. May the Lord himself be her 
strength and her consolation ! 


The Missionaries thronged with Visiters. 


At Koszeniec, one afternoon, upwards of fifiy 
Jews collected in the room of Messrs. Becker and 
Miersohn, to whom they spake alternately. Mr. 
Miersohn stood on a box and addressed them fo: 
three quarters of an beur. ‘The chef points were, 
that Messiah had come, and that Jesus of Naza- 
reth isthe trae Messiah, but that they could have 
no part with him till they believed in him and re- 
peuied truly, and amended their lives, and ac- 
knowledged that through bim only they could ob- 
tain salvation, and be reconciled unto God. They 
paid great attention. A Chasid of Pshesucha, 
however, exclaimed, “Why do you go to these 
inbelievers; why do youattendtothem? Letus 
go home.” But the others became angry with 
him, and said, * Why do you make a noise ? Come 
hither and speak with thein, if you are able to re- 
fute them.” As he did not attend to this, they cri- 
ed out, * Drive away the Chasid of Pshesucha ; let 





him depart and go tothe Rabbi.” When M. had 
finished speaking, he called upon any one of thetm 


to come fuith, and prove that what he had said 


| 





her, for the shop was filled with Jews, amongst 


was contrary to the Scriptures, 

They all said, “The gentleman has said aoth- 
ing but truth.” 

M. You all then confess that Messiah has come : 

They were silent. 

M. And that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah ? 

Most of them were silent, and a few said, “We 
cannot believe that.” 

B. Let us in love examine the matter, taking 
the Word of God for our guide, and Jet us ask of 
God to teach us the truth. 

They pointed ont a Chasid saying, “That is a 
very learned man.” M. desired him to come near, 
and asked him, “ Where is He in whom the proph- 
ecies have been fulfilled? Where is He of the 
tribe of Judah, of the family of David, born of a 
virgin, curing the time of the second temple, who 
gave Himself a sacrifice for sin, who is risen from 
the dead, and sits at the right hand of God, to 
whom all the nations of the earth do gather 2” 

He. | have not time at present. 

And so he went away, and the rest cried, “The 
gentleman is learned in the Bible, and speaks the 
trath.” Mednwhile the number increaséd, and 
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52 On the Devotional Reading of the Prophetic Scriptures. 


manv children came in, and the noise became at 
length so great, that we were obliged to give over 
speaking. We then distributed several portions 
of the New Testament and Tracts, and copies of 


the Book of Genesis 


— 





{Rincellancous. 
From the Religious Magazine. 


ON THE DEVOTIONAL READING OF 
THE PROPHETIC SCRIPTURES. 


A very large proportion of the whole volame of 
Scripture ws decidedly prophetic. We cannot pe- 
ruse any of the pages of this holy book, without 
perceiving itis the writing of one to whorn the 
past and present are the same, to-day as yester 
day, aud to-morrow as to-day. Whatever be 
the immediate subject of the narrative, the prin- 
cipal group, as it might be, of the drawing all 
eternity isin the back ground—the eternal past 
aud the eternal fature—-aud our attention is per- 
petually called to the objects that more or less 
distinely oceupy the distance. ‘To as more or less 
distinetly, not to Him who drew them. We are 
in the habit of speaking of things future as un- 
ceitain and contingent, depending upon some- 
thing as uncertain as themselves, But this is the 
language of our weakness, itself the origin of all 
vocertainty. In reality, there is none. ‘To the 
eve of omniscience on one side lies the past with 
all its connexions of events and the motives that 
led to them, and the consequences that resulted 
from them, as in a map the towns and cities, with 
the goads and cross-roads that connect uens— 
and on the other side lies the future, consequen- 
ces still connected with events, and events result- 
ing from intentions, yet all as well defined and 
eevtain, and like the map as well, as that which is 
already lapsed and gone. This appears, if looked 
for, in every part of the Holy Scripture, and dis 
tingnishes it foo all other writings. When the 
inspired historian tells his story of the days gone 
by, the wars and legislations of other ages, he 


—— 


from them ina moment to those that are 
to come, and thence ta them back again, as if all 
were but one picture to his eve. When the in 
presents bis picture of humanity 
im Its existent he gives with it the issue of all 
that he portrays us first original and ultimate re- 
sult. And what astamp of divinity ts there thence 
fr is only the stupidity of habit that pre- 
vents our perceiving the attributes of Deity, as it 
were, presen with us while we read, and being 
deeply conscious that itis God, and not man, that 
speaks to us in its hallowed pages. 

In treating of the Prophetic Scriptures, there- 
fore, we are not alluding exclusively, or in par- 
ticulars to those books we call the Prophets. In 
them, much that was once prophetic is now histo- 
rical; and that which was warning or promise to 
those to whom it was addressed, stands now asa 
narrative, preserved for our example. Sach were 
the prophecies of Daniel that immediately con 
cerned Nebuchadunezzar—the promises of Jere- 
miah for the first restoration of Jerusalem, and the 
chastisement of her enemies—and all those mess- 
ages of heaven, delivered by the prophets, or men 
of Ged as they were called, when they left the de- 
serts in which they habiwally dwelt, to make 
known iv the camp or at the court the will of the 


passes 


smired MwMera: 


por il. 
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Almighty. Of such scriptures as these we have 
already spoken,-as included in the narrative parts 
of the Bible. Beautiful assurances are they, that 
what is stiil prophetic is no more uncertain, than 
that which at the time it was spoken, seemed no 
less so—now explained, and verified, and thade, 
in our language, sure—in fact, no surer than it 
was at first. 

But, exclusively of the prophets, so by distinc. 
tion called, every part of the Bible contains pro- 
phetic scripture. The Apocalypse almost wholly 
—the Psalms to a very great extent—the books of 
Moses by detached passages in.almost every part 
—and the Gospels and Epistles occasionally and 
briefly. Toall such portions of scriptore, bearing, 
reference to the world’s futurity, the observations 
we may make on the subject will apply. 

If our previous remarks are just, it will imme- 
diately appear how wrong is the notion assumed 
by some, that the prophetic parts of the Bible are 
in themselves vague, figurative, uncertain, and ob- 
scure, calculated not to eulighten, but oislead— 
meaning of course something, but of nothing in- 
telligible—consequently rather dangerous than de- 
sirable for our perusal. The world has seen, nev- 
ertheless, a great portion of the prophecies fulfi!l- 
ed; and these have proved neither vague, nor fig- 
urative, nor obscure ; but so clear, on the contra- 
rv, aud so literal, we cousider the Jew without ex- 
cuse who could not recognise in Jesus his foretold 
Messiah, and in the armies that compassed Jeru- 
salem the predicted avengers of miquity. Yet 
whatever difference is between the past and future 
prophecy, isin us, and notin it. Where, other- 
Lwise, shall we fix the moment at which that which 
was literal became figurative, vague, and indefin- 
ite? Have we never sailed upon the waters, and 
looking behind us, seer the waves bright and glit- 
tering in the sunshine, and before us, and seen 
them veiled in the deep grey of evening ? Did we 
think the sunshine terminated exactly where we 
stood 2 It seemed so—but when we had gone far- 
ther it seemed so still—and still the same as we 
proceeded onward. 

Such is ovr position in the course of divine rev- 
elation. As it passes, it becomes clear and simple 
to the plainest understanding—that which is to 
come is only obscure, because our vision receives 
not the light that is upon it. And by the manner 
of its past fulfilment we may best judge of the 
manner of fulfilment to be expected for what re- 
mains. Has it ever occurred to us to suppose the 
Jew was misemployed who studied the prophecy 
of his country’s doom, and read from day to day 
the mysterious prognostics of his predicted king — 
that such study would mislead him, and be to him 
rather dangerous than desirable? The falseness 
of such a snpposition is instantly apparent. And 
vet there is no difference in the case. The Jew 
of ancient days could have no more to do with 
what has since elapsed than we with what is still 
fature, and no brighter lamp to study it by. He 
stood in the same position, with respect to the first 
coming of the Messiah, as we with respect to his 
returning ; and might with exactly the same plea 
have put his book aside, and treated the prophe:.c 
pages as vague, figurative, and unimportant. It 
is probable, that the greater number did so; and 
having forgotten or remained ignorant of their 
contents, failed to recognise in Jesus when he 





came, the characters of their predicted king. 



































Some few we know did otherwise; and by the 
study of prophetic scripture, had prepared them- 
selves to know and welcome Messiah when he ap- 
peared, 

But while we repel the idea that there is any 
part of the Bible which is not writtea for ou 
jearning, which is no concern of ours, and may 
with impunity be put aside, we are not going to 
recommend what is commonly called the study 
of prophecy as a part of our devotional reading. 
There are other times: at these I recommend no 
study but of our own personal interest in the text 
before us, and of that text as affecting our person 
al religion. It is well for us, at other times, to hear 
what those have to say, and read what those have 
written, who have given themselves to this study 
—to compare their words with the words of scrip- 
ture, and, however new and startling they may 
seem, with humbleness and teachableness of spirit 
to ask of heaven to be enlightened on a subject in 
which we are most deeply interested. Though, if 
any will present to us the darkness of their inter- 
pretation, as a safer light to walk by than the clear 
day of revelation already manifest and verified, 
and entertain us with erudite coustructions and 
prophetic lore, in preference to the plain words of 
faith and holiness, | believe we had better not take 
them for our guides. And if deep research, and 
critical conjecture, and curious inquiry upon these 
matters will intrude itself upon our seasons of de- 
votion, I believe we had better bid them away, 
and find a fitter season to give thein entertainment. 

By these suggestions we do noi exclude the pro. 
phetic parts of the Bible from our daily exercise. 
That weve to close up a treasure inestimable and 
exhaustless, as applicable to ourselves, and to our 
personal interests, necessities, and feelings, as any 
part ofthe Scriptures whatever. It is tene, that in 
applying the words of these books to the spiritual 
Israel, the spiritual Jerusalem, their first applica- 
tion to Gou’s chosen people, the Jews, has by some 
beeu lost sight of ; and that to recover it, they have 
by others been so forcibly taken back again, as to 
deprive the child of God by the redemption of Je- 
sus’ blood, of his sichest store of trath and consola.- 
tion. Either was unnecessary. ‘The separation 
of Abraham and his seed from the generations of 
men, to serve the one true God, and live under his 
immediate guidance, while to all beside he was un 
known; and to be called his peculiar people, cho- 
sen and betoved, while to all beside he was a venge- 
ful enemy—this peculiar and extraordinary sepa 
ration was but an emblem from first to last of the 
people since purchased by the Redeemer’s blood, 
reclaimed from sin, and separated from a world 


lying in wickedness, to be the adopted children of 
God, to be governed by ‘his laws, and ted by his 


Spirit, and protected by his power. The analogy 
has in all things been preserved. However liter- 
ally, therefore, every promise or warning may ap- 
ply to the temporal affairs of the Jewish people, 
and however far they will be in the future, as they 
have been in the past, literally fulfilled to them, 
they are thence the more, not the less certainly, 
applicable, in a spiritaal sense, to the chureh of 
God in Christ, and personally to every individu 

al child of God who isa member of it. Whatever 
is true of the former, is true of the latter—whatev- 
er is addressed to the former, is addressed to the 
latter also—whatever is theirs is ours also, of bless- 
ing or of promise. 


On the Devotional Reading of the Prophetic S riplures. 53 


To illustrate my meaning, I will make use of 
the 3th chapter of Isaiah. bt has been for many 
ages the song with which the afilicted bas beeuil- 
ed the hours of his affliction, the weary pilsrian’s 
chant in all his passage through the desert work, 
The wilderness of the first Vérse, so sad and solite 
rv, has seemed to be his own bosom, and the worl! 
over whose promise its blightuig bad extended, 
‘The message of encouragement in the fourth verse 
has seemed addressed to hin in his hours of fearfal- 
Hess, trial and Oppusition. "Tire succeeding prow. 
ises Were a stay amid the stubborn inseusibility of 
men and the corruption of the abondoned earth. 
The eighth verse seemed to deseribe the way of 
salvation, made plain to the simple in the pure 
gospel light ; and the concluding one, that eterm- 
ty of unbroken bliss, which awaits the redeemed 
in the mansions of glory. ut some will say that 
this chapter has avother meaning. The soliua 
desert is that land once flowing with milk aod 
honey ; parched now and thirsty, the habitation of 
the dragon, bringing forth weeds and qishes: the 
Lebanon, the Carmel, and the Sharon, ave 
places literally so named: the promises are to th 
scattered, helpless and oppressed, to the yet blind 
and stubborn people of the house of Israel: the 
highway and the way shall be made hereafter 
for their return to Palestine, aud the songs of ev- 
erlasting joy be sung on the heights of Zion. Per- 
haps they say true. But this need make no dif- 
ference in our devotional use of the ch ipter, It 
meaus but the more certainly wiat i meant be- 
fore. If we for get this lattes apphcetion ahogeth- 
er, Tam persuaded wedo wo wiong in taking to 
our bosoms as the choseu of God ta Christ, the 
consolations and prommses it Contatos. If we re- 
member it, Lam persuaded that by restoring it to 
the chosen of God in Abraham, we need not be 
dispossessed aud deprived of them. ‘That first 
temporal election and separation Was the emblens 
of the spiritual—and the events aud cirenimstan- 
ces which so miraculously oursued those who 
were the subject of itta thet temporal affairs, 
have their exact analogy tw the spiritual conduct 
of those who belong tothe election and separation 
inv Jesus Christ. We have but to trace thei his- 


tory through, comparing it with what we know of 


others and ourselves in spiritual things, to perceive 
the analogy entire—and by the past may be in- 
structed of the future. If our minds have been 
occupied with the construction of these scriptures, 


and unsatisfied respecting their just application, | 
do not say it isof no consequence to koow—all 
trath is of consequence—an! it were | 

prond for man to say that what God 
is Not necessary to be studied or iiquired a t. 
But to our devotion it is of no « nee: and 
to our personal application of | ’ prom 

ises aud threats it is of mo , 

hearts are warmed and exo " | as 
tion we have received, it is wel) ‘ , 
with us, and be used to that py iBent a 
we feel about itis a yet uusatistied cu 
but interrupt our devotion to eaint eet 
—let us reserve it for our be ‘ sin i Vis 
and for this time take the fiible as we tas wiv 

ed it, and fully unterstand uw. TP . is 
enough. Il have chosen the 

Revelation for my devotions! readin wht fa 

in the first five verses a deserption : finat 
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is most lovely and most pleasing to our senses is| there still reinain some, so fearless of God, and so 


made use of to embellish, where the curse that 
has blighted our poor world is no more to be found 
of which the greatest charm of all is that the throne 
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it—while oy 
heart throbs with the anticipation of expected 


bliss, and grows careless for the trifles of this de- 
parting world, and rises in adoration of that Be 
ing whose face I am to see, and in whose desired 
presence [ am about to dwell, I need not recal my 
heaven gone thoughts, and check my anticipating 
joy, and withhold my strains of adoration, to de- 
termine where that blessed abode shall be. Or if 
in the tenth and eleventh verses 1 read that the 
time is at hand—that He comes quickly—and that 
at his coming, all must be determined in good o1 
ill for ever, and to every man be given the portion 
he has chosen—while my awed spirit returns upon 
itself, te ask if it is ready, 1 need not stay the ex 
amination till I have satisfied myself if it shall be 
in ten years, or in fifty, or in five hundred. He 
that testifieth of these things saith, surely I come 
quickly—and if my bosom breathes the prompt 
Amen, it‘will be too full of its desires, and of 
the gladness of these tidings, to go to criticism 
and controversy upon the manner of his appear- 
ing. As much as we do know by previous study, 
itis good to bear in mind—it may increase our 
feelings by placing something more definite be- 
fore us—the more we know of what God has re 
yealed, the more we shall value and enjoy bis 
word—let us despise not knowledge, for it is one 
of the abjects we come to the scripttire in search 
of, But for our devotion we khow enough, be it 
in faith and simplicity ever so little; and this is 
not the thine to inquire for more, unless by an as- 

vation to heaveu to give it when it is necessary. 
Now is the time to make use of what [ know, and 
appropriate what [ understand, The prophetic 
scriptures are good for me in saduess, for they are 
full of encouragement—in doubt, for they are full 


of promise—in carelessness, for they are full of 


warning—in contrition, for they are full of mercy 
—nay, they are good for me in every case, for they 
are full of Jesus, 

_—_—_— 


STATE OF RELIGION IN THE PRESBYTERI- 
AN CHURCH. 

The Bounds of the Presbyterian and Congrega- 
tional Churches are nearly as exteusive as the United 
States. From the angual Narratives of these respect- 
fve bodies, we may derive the best knowledge of the 
General progress of Religion. The following is a 
summary of the Reports: 

From the Presbyteris! narratives which have 
been at this time submitied to the Assembly, and 
a summary of which we are now to lay before you, 
we again learn with regret that there continue to 
be large and populous districts of country almost 
entirely destitute of the means of grace, and oth- 
ers, in which erroneous principles of the most dan- 

erous character are industriously and successful- 
iy propagated. 

The Reports of some of our Presbyteries cease 
not to complain of gaming in all its various forms, 
and with its kindred vices as continuing to afflict 
the righteous and destroy the wicked. 

Profaneness is |amentably prevalent in many 
‘places ; but there is good reason to believe, that if 





regardless of the decencies and civilities of life, as 
to make their throat an open sepulchre, and to 
shock the feelings of many who approach them, 
by an adherence to this wicked, unmanly, and vul- 
gar practice, the number of such, particularly 
among the attendants upon our churches, and we 
may add among those who would sustain the rep- 
utation of gentlemen, is rapidly diminishing. 

Intensperance is a vice which maintaifs a wid- 
er and fiercer conflict with the remonstrances of 
interest, reason, and honer—the warnings of con- 
science, an | the threateninys of heaven ; and since 
a closer and more anxious enquiry into the extent 
and consequences of the practice of freely using 
ardent spirits has been instituted, the religions 
community have awoke as it were, fiom a dreain, 
to witness the wide, and mournful, and augment- 
ing ravages of this evil, which is every year bear- 
ing its thousands to untimely graves,—reducing 
hundreds of virtuous and dependent families to 
poverty aud disgrace; laying the brightest hopes 
of genius and learning, and the fairest prospects of 
usefulness and honor, in the dust, and hastening 
to cover our nation with general disgrace, and 
plunge thousands of immortal beings into ever- 
lasting destruction. 

Most of the Presbyteries have evinced their hu- 
manity in this matter, by resolving not only to dis- 
continue and discountenance the use of all kinds 
of spirituous liquors, but to form associations, in- 
tended in various ways to weaken the terrifying 
strength of this practice around them: and the As- 
sembly do earnestly entreat all the members of our 
church, by every humane, patriotic, and Christian 
feeling, to unite in these or similar measures ; and 
they do also fervently beseeeh Almighty God to 
have mercy upon us asa people, and stay the aw- 
ful progress of a vice, which with fearful uniform- 
ity conducts its victims to temporal and eternal 
destruction, Sad and hopeless as the case of the 
great proportion of habitual diunkards certainly is, 
the Assembly have this year to record a numbe 
of very striking instances of reformation, and they 
do it, that associations and individuals may in no 
case abandon to final ruin, any of these unhappy 
persons, but be excited to use the means of regen- 
eration, encouraged by the fact, that sovereign and 
Almighty is the power which converts the sou). 
The Assembly rejoice in being able to say, that so 
rapid is the progress of a redeeming public opiu- 
ion on this subject, that in some parts of our 
ehurch, the quantity of ardent spivits used has di- 
minished three-fourths in the snort space of twelve 
months; many mercantile men have nobly re- 
solved no longer, vy the sale of ardent spirits, to 
facilitate the perdition of their fellow men; and 
two or three distilleries in the bounds of one of our 
Presbyteries have been, from conscientious mo- 
tives, entirely discontinued ; and the owners and 
managers of many manufacturing establishments 
have interdicted the use of ardent spirits among 
their laborers. The Lord grant that all wise, and 
influential, and good men throughout our land 
may imitate these spirited examples. 

The violation of the rest of the Holy Sabbath, 
still continues to insult the majesty of that great 
and good being, whose signal mercy and protec: 
tion has been the glory of our country, and to draw 
tears from the eyes of all who aecount it an honer 
and a delight. While the Assembly, with greet 
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1828.} State of Religion in 
pleasure, hail the formation of a General Society, 
intended to preserve this precious ordinance of 
heaven from profanation, and rejoice to learn that 
it is a subject of great and increasing concern in 
all parts of the church, they fear that this awful 
sin will continue to abound, so long as it derives 
countenance and sanction from the constituted au 
thorities of the United States. The Holy Sab- 
bath is the common privilege of all men, and the 
common “object of veneration to all Christians, 
and its dishonor should be alike g:ievous to all 
good men. The loss of this heavenly institution 
in these United States, would be the inevitable 
doom of all that is splendid in our national pros 
pects—all in our institutions that is dear to the 
heart of the patriot, and precious to the bosom of 
the Christian, The loss of the Sabbath here would 
resemble the capture and removal of the ark from 
Israel, and if this great community does not awake 
from its irreverent and guilty indifference to this 
great sin, and put on the strength of the Lord in 
its behalf, ere long shall it be as in ancient times, 
that the virtuous and holy matron of Zion, think 
ing on the moral and political woes of this once 
happy lind, shall expire, exclaiming, ‘ The glory 
-—the glory is departed from Israel, for the ark of 
Ged is taken.” 

In the principal cities of our country, the Thea 
ire, under the pretence of a laudable aim to culti 
vate a taste for literature, and provide a recrea- 
tion calculated to improve the public manners, is 
doing much, not only to blunt the delicate sensi- 
bitities of the female mind—generate a dislike to 
ali solid improvement and wholesome instruction, 
but to subvert the foundations of virtue and reli- 
gion, and feed and cherish every description of 
immorality ; and in view of the rapid increase of 
these fasmonable schools of iniquity, and the in 
creasing ardor with which the affections of the 
young are enlisted in them, Christian parents and 
active benefactors of society should be constrained 
by every consideration of interest, duty, and com 
passion, to apply their strenuous endeavors to the 
counteraction of the baneful influences of this fas 
cinating source of iniquity and ruin, As an inte- 
resting sign of the present time, and for the en 
couragement of similar measures, the Assembly 
here notice, with great pleasure, the refusal in the 
legislature of Massachusetts, to incorporate the pro- 
prietors of a theatre in one of the principal towns 
in that state. 

Many of our southern and western Presbyteries, 
while they gladden our hearts with accounts of the 
inerease of our body, and the spreading forth of the 
curtains of our habitation, awake every tender feel- 
ing of our breasts by the animated and glowing de- 
scription of the want of ministers of reconciliation 
in those remote and desolate regions of the Lord's 
heritage. We would again and again direct the 
thoughts and the prayers of God’s people among 
us, to the importance of an increased attention to 
Domestic Missions, as indispensably necessary to 
the continued occupancy of the ground already 
acquired, and to the extension of our Western Zi 
on with the rapid march of increasing population. 

The Assembly would earnestly entreat ail the 
ministers, officers, and members of the Presbyte 
rian church, in view of events so auspicious to the 
cause of Christ as those which exist at the present 
time, to arouse from lukewarmimess, and slot!ful 
indifference and inaction, and be fervently engag- 
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ed in the service of God.— But, from such sources 
of despondency, it is pleasing to turn our thoughts 
to lovelier, brighter and happier scenes, and to see 
peace and harmony, sound morals and correct 
principles, generally shedding their mingled radi- 
ance npon the Lord’s heritage ; and Bible classes, 
catechetical instractions, and the faithful ministra- 
tions of the gospel, all uniting to increase the pie- 
ty and religious intelligence of our country. Tt is 
extremely gratifying to learn that the monthly 
concert, as well as other seasons of social prayer, 
thengh often but too thinly attended, is still kept 
ip in almost ail of our congregations ; and on the 
efforts of such as have felt an ardent concern for 
the welfare of others, a zeal for the cause of truth 
and the progress of religion, and a spirit of perse- 
vering prayer, the blessing of God has generally 
and ofien signally rested. 

Notwithstanding the number and variety of 
those objects of benevolence, which the piety and 
the enterprise of our country are continually in- 
venting, all are supported with a prompt aud grow- 
ing liberality. ‘The noble design of placing a copy 
of the Holy Seriptures in every family, thongh 
necessarily attended with great personal labor, as 
well as great expense, has been formed in almost 
every part of our country, and io the great and 
precious cause of the Bible, the Assembly are hap- 
py to say, that the people of our communion are 
alinost universally bearing an active part, 

The American Traci Society has spread its ac- 
tive and efficient Auxiliaries over almost every 
part of our country ; and this, as well as the Sun- 
day School Union, has during the last year, ac- 
quired in our churches a great and gratifying ac- 
cession of public favor and attention, and dissemi- 
nated to the most distant extremetics of the land, 
the ardor of a high engagement in its catse, 

In the great and important cause of the educa- 
tion of poor and pions youth for the gospel minis- 
try, most of our Presbyteries appear to be giving 
some attention, but the General Assembly feel it to 
be an imperious duty, to repeat with increased 
earnestness all their former recommendations ou 
this subject. To employ every possible means to 
provide and perpauate in the church, so far as hu- 
man instrmuentality is concerned, an able and de- 
voted ministry, for the existing and growing de- 
mands of our church, and for the vast and splen- 
did enterprises connected with the conversion of 
the world to God, is a matter of the deepest in- 
terest, and most soleinn responsibility. While 
thousands of immortal beings are annnally drop- 
ping into the grave, and going to their last ac- 
connt, uncheered and unblessed with the gospel’s 
joyful sound, can an object so inseprrably con- 


. . Ls 
nected with the glorious things spoken of Zion, 
ever be absent froin the thoughts aud the prayers 


of Christians ? 

While the American Colonization Society is to 
a very creditable extent receiving ihe countenance 
and assistance of our churches, the importance of 
the religious instruction of slaves, is more and more 
deeply felt, by our ministerial and Cliistian breth- 
ren inthe South and West--and in soue of thee 
congregations, more than one half of the commun. 
nicants belong to this unhappy cliss of people. 
The sacred canse of Foreign and Domestico Mis- 
sions is continually becoming dearer to the hearts 
of all among us that love our Lord Jesus; and the 
last year has witnessed, in respect to borh, a meas 
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are of public munificence which forms a new era 
in the history of the Missionary spirit of the Chris 

tian world. We allude to the unexampled contri- 
butions made within our bounds the last year, to 
the American Board of Commissioners for For 

eign Missions, and the rapid fulfilment in New 
Jersey, of the pledge to raise in 2 years $40,000 for 
the moral and religious instruction of the destitute 
in that state. In connexion with this last particu- 
lar, the Assembly would express the hope that the 
time is near when every State and Territory in the 
Ameriean Union, will, in like manner, resolve and 
pledge themselves by the blessing of God, to ex- 
tend the blessing of gospel instruction and ordi 

nances through every part of their limits. And 
while in connection with this, we notice the exten- 
ded operation of the American Home Missionary 
Society, and of the Board of Missions connected 
with the General Assembly —we would with great 
satisfaction mention the still increasing munifi- 
cence of our brethren of corresponding churches, 
tn the same great and good cause, and here record 
to the honor of the gospel, as communicated by 
the Delegate from the General Convention of 
Vermont, the distinguished gift of the late Joseph 
Burr, Esq. of that state, of $91,000 to the great 
purposes of Christian benevolence. 'The Asserm- 
bly would also here notice with approbation, the 
determination of the Synod of Kentucky, to raise 
$20,000 for the endowment of Centre College. 
and that of the friends of the Bible in Lexington, 
and its vicinity, in the same state, to collect a like 
sui for the purpose of furnishing every family in 
the state with a copy of the Bible. ‘The compas- 
sionate regards of God’s people Yn most of the At. 
lantic cities continues to be directed to the moral 
improvement of seamen, and, although we are now 
called to nuniber with the honored dead, one whose 
memory will long be precious to that now neglec- 
ted class of our tellow-men ; we rejice to say that 
the good work of Giod’s converting grace prospers 
among them, and the moral influence on the world, 
and especially those parts of it where missionary 
establishments are formed, which seamen must ex- 
ert, should stimutate the friends of Zion to pray, 
that along the extended sliores’of this continent, 
the eat teas display its sanctifving power. 

The Theological Seminaries of our own, and of 
‘sister churches, are more and more becoming the 
nurseries of Missionary zeal and enterprise, as well 
as the fountains of sacred learning. Princeton 
has already sent forth heralds of salvation into al- 
most every part of the master’s vineyard, and un- 
der her distinguished professors, if she continues to 
be remembered of God, what may she not yet do? 
From the reports which have at this time been re 
ceived, it appears that the highest number of stu- 
dents in the Theological Seminary at Princeton, 
Jast year was 110—in that of Auburn, 76—of the 
Union Seminary in Virginia, 2i1—in the S. and 
W. Theological Seminary at Maryville, 45—in the 
Western Theological Seminary, 4—in Auburn, 
110—in Yale College. 49 —in that of the German 
Reformed Charch, 13—and in that of the Reform- 
ed Dutch Church, ‘ 

It is not in so general and distinguished a man- 
ner as in some former years; yet, to an extent de- 
manding the warmest gratitude of his people, the 
Father of mercies has been pleased to grant the 
special effusions of his Holy Spirit to many con- 
-, gregations, 
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In some cases crowds of sinners of every age 
and character, bathed in tears and bowed in deep 
and trembling anxiety in the dust, have sudden|y 
appeared in the house of God, at times and in pla- 
ces where such an event was least expected ; and 
the firmest unbelievers and the boldest transgres- 
sors been melted and subdued by the mighty pow- 
er of God. In other instances beautiful and re- 
freshing, like the dew that fell ou the mountains 
of Israel, where the Lord commanded his provi- 
dential blessing. the reality of the gentle opera- 
tions of the God of Ziou has been chiefly discern- 
ible in their gradual but real, and precious effects. 
Among the several instances of the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit of which the Assembly have at 
this time heard, there are two which awaken the 
liveliest feelings of admiration. Some of the mutes 
in the Asylum of the Deaf and Damb in Daaville, 
have been hopeful subjects of renewing grace in a 
late meeting inthatplace. At the missionary sta- 
tions within the bounds of the Presbytery of Buffa- 
lo, the Holy Spirit has, in a remarkable manner 
stirred up the hearts of the heathen to seek the 
Lord, and more than forty of these children of the 
forest have been united with the Church, while in 
the State Prison at Wethersfield, Conn., from 12 
to 15 converts have been hopefully brought into 
the liberty of the gospel; so great a general re{- 
ormation occurred that the practice of chaining 
the prisoners at night has been discontinued, and 
a Bible Society formed among them, by which 
$25 have already been contributed. 

Events like these not only solemnly rebuke the 
stupidity of those who misimprove better privileges, 
and hold back their liberal contributions amidst 
ample means, but they demonstrate the precious 
truth that under God, there is abundant encour- 
agement to attempt the salvation of the most be- 
nighted, and the couversion of the most depraved, 
Of revivals of religion in general, connected as 
they seem to be with destinies of unborn millions, 
and the prospects of the Church thronghoat the 
world, the Assembly cannot cease to speak with- 
out earnestly and affectionately intreating all the 
ministers, the elders, and metmbers of our church, 
to beware of employing any questionable means 
to produce religions excitements —and of counte- 
nancing at any stage of their progress, measures 
however apparently successful, which the word of 
God does not sanction; as in either case discredit 
may be brought apon one of the most invaluable 
mercies of heaven, and the Divine Author of these 
sweet and saving influences be grieved. 

Within the limits of the General Association of 
Connecticut, God continues to reveal the wonders 
of his redeeming love. Out of 212 congregation- 
al churches in that State, from 40 to 50 have the 
last year shared in séasons of special reviving and 
enlargement, and from 3 to 4000 souls have been 
added to the Churches, of which number more 
than 250 are teachers and pupils in the Sabbath 
Schools. The College and Theological Semina- 
ry at New-Haven, are sending forth their streams 
of intelligence and piety to fertilize the most dis- 
tant portions of our country. 

Que brethren of the General Association of Mas- 
sachusetts, bring us good tidings of what the Lord 
hath done for them, and what they are doing for 
the glory of his name. The showers of sovereign 
grace have never been so abundant as during the 
past year, and they munrber in a single county of 
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that State 1700 hopeful conversions to God during 
that period. In two of their Colleges, and Theo- 
logical Seminary, the blessing of the God of their 
Fathers, richly abides, and within their bounds 
generally, and particularly in the city of Boston, 
evangelical truth, in its majesty, power, and invin- 
cibility, is pulling down the refuges of lies, and 
conducting many to that foundation which neither 
earth nor hell can overturn. 

Though the General Convention of Vermont 
do not record as many revivals of religion as they 
sometimes have, yet the good cause is steartily ad- 
vaneing ; and Education, Tract, and Missionary 
Societies among them are continually gaining in 
resources and in usefulness, The friends of the 
Bible in this, as in the States of Connecticut, Mas 
sachusetts and Maine, are now zealous iv supply- 
ing every destitute family in the State with a copy 
of the Holy Scriptures. 

From the very interesting communication of the 
Delegates from the General Association of ew 
Hampshire it appears that the Lord is muluply- 
ing revivals of religion, quickening and extending 
the operation of benevolent Institutions —prosper- 
ing seminaries of learning, and rearing up some 
very remarkable monuments of sovereign grace ii 
that favored State. 

From the General Conference of the State of 
Maine, whose Delegates have entered with the 
present Assembly into articles of friendly corres- 
pondence, the accounts are animating. They 
complain indeed of prevailing vices, and the want 
of gospel laborers, but they rejoice in great revi- 
vals, in the increase of religious exertion, and the 
literary, moral, and religions improvement of the 
State. Tothe Reformed Dutch Church God is 
granting a happy state of feeling in her churches, 
prosperity on her Missionery Society, and Theo- 
logical Seminary, and the Copious outpourings of 
his Holy Spirit upon many of her congregations ; 
for all which gifts and blessing, to our dear breth- 
ren of that communion, we render thanks to God. 

From our German Reformed brethren we learn 
that, though the want of ministers of the Gospel is 
deeply felt in their Sygod, and in many places vi- 
tal piety is deplorably wanting, yet on the whole, 
their progress in tmprovement is rapid, and their 
prospects encouraging. The people of their com- 
munion are awaking to the importanee of Mission- 
ary effort, and taking active measures to promote 
the formation of Education Societies. The Lord 
bless them with an abundant share of whatever is 
great and good in the benevolent spirit and opera 
tions of the Christian world. On the whole, the 
Assembly can assure their brethren in the Lord, 
that the review of the past year presents nothing to 
dishearten, but nach to eneourage and much to 
excite our gratitude to the King of Zion. 

This cause then should command our best affec- 
tions and our most strenuous endeavors. We 
should be awake to every duty, improve every tal- 
ent, and grow in every heavenly virtue, remember 
ing that the time isshort. Seed-time and harvest 
revisit and renew the face of nature, hut to man, 
the days and the years of active duty return not 
again forever. For unpardoned sinners there are 
no warnings in the grave ; for negligeut professors 
there will be no season for active duty when the 
night cometh ; and for the ministers of the Gospel, 
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that utters the message of God shall be alike cold 
and silent inthe grave. How impressively are the 
General Assembly reminded of the solemn thought 
as they nuinber with the dead St of their fellow- 
servants in the Gospel ministry removed from 
earth, and taken we trust, to heaven during the 
past year. 





—— 


GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF CONNECTICUT. 

The meeting of the General Association in this city, 
has rendered the past week one of business, and full 
of extreme interest. ‘The pressure of duties, and 
the hours of our press render impracticable any thing 
more than a notice of the proceedings which we shall 
endeavor to expand in our next. 

The Association convened and was organized on 
Tuesday—and the Sermon delivered by Rev. Mr. 
Hooker, of Green's Farms, in the afternoon, from 2d 
Timothy iv. 2,—‘‘ Preach the word.” 

On the day following was preached by the Rev. Mr. 
Hawes, of Hartford, a Sermon in behalf of Domestic 
Missions; after which the audience were addresset' ou 
the business of the Connecticut Education Society, in 
pertinent speeches from the Rev. Mr. Baldwin of 
New-York, Prof. Goodrich and Rev. Mr. Bacon, 
principally in support of a wise resolution, by which 
it was proposed to unite and put at the disposal of 
Yale College, all the funds which are contributed for 
this cause, and which have been hitherto applied in 
a divided and desultory manner. A_ contributign 
was collected at the close of the meeting in aid ot 
Missions. 

The Report of the Domestic Missionary Society 
was read in the afternoon, and the Annual Narra 
tiv of the State of Religion, listened to with extreme 
interest. The numerous assurances of tranquillity in 
the Churches, of the steady advance of piety and in- 
telligence in our broad country were calculated to in- 
spire delight and hope. Out of the 212 churches re- 
ported, more than 40 have been blessed during the 
past year with Revivals of religion,—and it is compu- 
ted that more than 3000 souls have been called into the 
kingdom of our Redeemer. 

After these Reports, so cheering and strengthening 
to the Christian, a large concourse of ministers and 
brethren convened on the occasion, united with the 


Congregatioan! Churches in this city in celebrating 
the Lord's Supper. 

THe NEXT steEr.—The Delegate from Vermont to 
the General Association of Connecticut, at the late 
meeting, stated that at Hardwicke in that State,—a 
place of 10 or 1200 inhabitants----the people had uni- 
versally agreed to discontinue the use of ardent spir- 
its, except as a medicine, and the merchants had ceas- 
ed to keep it excepting in the way they kept other 
medicines. This was accomplished by the zealous 
exertions of an individual, whose labors ought to be 
held in grateful remembrance. Reader, go and do 








it has not been told how soon the heart that throbs 
with the pulsations of benevolence, and the voire | 


likewise, 























































Princeton Theological Seminary.—The Deaf and Dumb. 
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For the Religious Intelligencer. 


MR. BURR'S LEGACY TO THE AMERICAN 
TRACT SOCIETY. 


My object, Mr. Editor, is to correct an erroneous 
impression relative to the bequest of Mr. Burr to the 
American Tract Society, which may prevent some 
from affording that immediate aid to this institution, 
which its empty treasury and urgent wants imperious- 
ly call for. The legacy to this Society, wiich has 
been extensively reported as (en thousand dol/ars, is 
really five thousand ; and 1 am credibly informed that, 
in common with the other legacies of one whose be- 
nevolence seems to have been unusually expansive, 
it is to be paid within the period of fire years, owing to 
the fact that a considerable portion of the wealth of 
Mr. Burr consisted of debts, due from individuals, 
who might be distressed by:being compelled to pay 
without sufficient notice. Five thousand dollars, 
whenever received. will be of most essential service 
to this Society, and an occasion of special gratitude 
to God; though it is a much less part, than many 
may suppose, of the expense of supplying the millions 


of our country with tracts——and certainly affords no | 


uid until received. A bill for paper has this day be- 
come due, exceeding, by some hundreds of dollars, 
the whole amount in the treasury, which can only be 
paid by resorting to the private personal funds of 
some member or members of the Committee: and ad- 
ditional bills for paper printing and folding will be- 
come due within a few days, to the amouut of from 
$1,200 to $2,000. Means is the grand item now 
requisite to enable this Society to pursue its opera- 
tions; and very prompt and liberal aid must be af- 
forded, or it cannot long proceed, without actually 
diminishing, instead of creasing as the spirit of the 
age demands, the amount of its issues and distribu- 
tiows. Dhe Society is afiectionately commended to 
the liberality and the prayers of those who have 
such and those who have little of this world’s goods. 


PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Itappears from the Report of the Directors of this 
Institution to the General Assmbly, that the number 
of students a year ago was 91—largest number at any 
period since, 110-—present number 99, At the close 
of the last summer term, certificates were conferred 


on 14 young gentlemen, who had completed their | 


theological course in the Seminary. The receipts of 
the vear in behalf of indigent students, amounted to 
$1,182 43, besides furniture, books and clothing. In 
addition to this is the bequest of Rev. Samuel Blatch- 
ford, D. D. late of Lansinghurg, for founding a 
Schotarship—the sum requsite being $2,500. Bal- 
ance of the Contigent Fund now on hand, S13 32: 
Gieneral Expense Fund, $701 17; Education Fund, 
#139 67.—NV. .Y. Obs. 


SUNDAY DRAM SHOPS. 


The Common Council of New-York have passed 
an additional Sabbath law, agreeably to the petition 
of several thousand citizens. It provides, that no re- 
tailer shall be entitled to a renewal of his license, 
against whom a complaint has been made on oath of 
his having violated the law by selling on two differ- 
ent Sundays. It also provides, that the penalty for 
a second conviction shall be the loss of his license 
for the ensuing year. 

ENCOURAGING. 

The Mayor and Aldermen of Boston, in compliance 
with the petition of a great number of citizens, have 
issued an order directing the constables of the city to 
prosecute any person who shall expose to sale on the 
Commor or in the streets, on the public holydays, 
any spirituous liquors, or engage in any species of 


gambling.—Jour. of Com. 
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Supriies ror THe Greeks.—We have been fur- 
nished by the Secretary of the Greek Committee 
with the following summary of the value of the con- 
tributions in clothing, provisions and money, receiv- 
ed for the suffering Greeks from various parts of our 
State and Country, and which have been mostly for- 
warded by the brig Herald, lately sailed from this 
port, From the State of New-York, $38,573 48; 
Connecticut, $11,859 89; Massachusetts, $3,152 
54; Maryland, $2,459 60 ; Rhode-Island, $1,948 25 ; 
New-Jersey, $1,217 17; Vermont, $517 32; Vir- 
ginia, $75 00; Ohio, 6700; from Upper Canada, 
$10 00; total amount received by the Greek Com- 
mittee to 28th May, 1828, $59,889 45.—Journal of 
Commerce. 


THE DEAF AND DUMB. 


Whereas the Honorable Legislature of this State, 
at their session in May last, constituted a Board of 
“ommissioners, to designate, upon satisfactory evi- 
dence, a number, not exceeding fifteen, of Deaf and 
Dumb persons, between the ages of 15 and 25, and 
belonging to this State, who, or whose parents, are 
indigent and unable to bear the expense of their 
education at the Asylum forthe Deaf and Dumb, at 
Hartford; with authority to contract with the Di- 
rectors of said Asylum for the instruction of said 
Deaf and Dumb persons for one year; and that 
said number so designated by said Board should be 
instructed at said Asylum for the same period of one 
year at the expense of the State; provided said 
expense shall not exceed $1500. And it was fur- 
ther resolved, that said Board should take the neces- 
sary measures to ascertain the number of Deaf and 
Dumb persons, belonging to this State, and who, 
or whose parents are indigent and unable to bear the 
expense of their education at said Asylum, and report 
thereon to the next General Assembly. 

At a meeting of the Commissioners, duly appoint- 
ed in and by said Resolution, held at the State House, 
in New Haven, on the 3d day of June, A. D. 1828— 
it was 

Resolved, That each member of the Board obtain 
all the information in his power respecting all, and 
more particularly the indigent Deaf and Dumb 
within the limits of his respective County, and re- 
port inake to the next general meeting of the Board. 

Kesolved further, That a general meeting of the 
Joard be held at the kouse of Jabez Ripley, in Hart- 
ford, on the first Tuesday of September next, at 9 
o'clock in the forenoon, for the purpose, among oth- 
er things, of designating suitable persons to receive 
the bounty of the Legislature. 

It was further resolved, that all persons, more 
particularly the selectmen of each town, be, and 
they hereby are, requested to furnish the Commis- 
sioner within their respective counties, all the infor- 
mation in their power respecting the Deaf and Dumb 
within their respective towns: particularly their 
age, sex, mental capacity, pecuniary circumstances, 
&c. 

The following persons constitute the Board :—Hon. 
Samuel Tweedy (Chairman) Fairfield County : Hon. 
John Alsop, Middlesex ; Rev. Samuel J. May, Wind- 
ham; Cyrus Swan, Esq. Litchfield; Elisha Stearns, 
Esq. Tolland; Thomas S. Perkins, Esq. New Lon- 
don: Jared Griswold, Esq. Hartford; Dennis Kim- 
berly, Esq. New Haven. 

Attest, JARED GRISWOLD, Clerk, 
and Correspond ing Secretary. 

Farmington, June 1], 1828. . 


IMPORTANT RESOLUTIONS. 


After the late Anniversary of the American Sunday 
School Union in Philadelphia, where the Delegates 
from Auxiliary Unions met the Board of Managers, a 
large and highly respectable meeting of Delegates was 
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held, which were from Anxiliaries in Maine, New- 
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachugetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Ohio and Kentucky. 
The Rev. Robert Cathcart, D. D. of York, Pa. was 
called to the Chair; and the Rev. Elias W. Crane, 
of Jamaica, Long Island, was elected Secretary. Mr. 
Porter, Corresponding Secretary of the Union, was 
alse invited to attend; and there were two sessions of 
several hours each. 

Upon mature deliberation, and after a minute and 
carefal investigation of the affairs of the Society, the 
following resolutions were unanimously adopted. — 

The delegates, feeling deeply that it is of great im- 
portance that the operations of the American S. 5. 
Union should not be embarrassed for want of funds— 

Resolved, That they will urge upon the Societies 
which they represent, always to send remittances of 
money for the books which they order from the De- 
pository of the Union, at the time of sending the or- 
der; and that they recommend, and they hereby do 
most earnestly recommend, that all the other auxilia- 
ries pursue, as far as practicable, the saime course. 

Resolved, That each member of this delegation will 
exert his influence to have coliections snade at the 
Monthly Sabbath-School Concert, in the Union to 
which he belongs, for the promotion of the cause of 
Sabbath Schools. 

Resolved, That it is, in the opinion of this mecting, 
the duty of every Society auxiliary to the American 
Sunday School Union, to make special and immediate 
exertion to raise and forward to the Treasurer, the 
money now due to this Lastitution. 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this meeting, the 
time has come when the American S. S. Union is 
called upon by the Christian community, greatly to 
enlarge its operations in the preparation aud publica- 
tion of suitable books for the Sunday schools of our 
country; to establish more extensively Sabbath 
Schools among our German population, and to com- 
mence the translation of their publications into the Ger- 
man language ; to establish Sabbath Schools among 
our seamen and other classes of people, who are not 


brought under the influence of the Sabbath School | 


system ; and to employ ap increased number of ener- 
getic agents, with a view to raise the necessary funds, 
and accomplish these measures. And that the delegates 
composing this meeting will use their influence to in- 
duce the auxiliaries which they represent, to aid in pro- 
curing themeans necessary to accomplish these objects. 

Resolved, ‘That it be recommended to the Board to 
make an urgent appeal forthwith to the friends of 
Sabbath Schvols in the principal cities and towns of 
our country, to obtain funds to be immediately appli- 
ed to extend, with renewed zeal and energy, the ben- 
efits of this Institution. 

Resolved, That this meeting recommend tothe Board 
the importance of adopting measures to excite in the 
minds of the Officers and Managers of this Union 
not resident in this city, a greater interest in the ep- 
erations of this Institution, anda greater sense of 
the responsibility which their official connexion with 
this Union imposes apon them. 

Resolved, ‘Vhat this meeting, deeply impressed 
with the importance of more decided attention to 
our still greatly neglected seamen, recommended to 
the Board, the immediate establishment of Sabbath 
Schools for adull seamen belonging to all the sea ports 
of our country. 

Resolved, That this meeting recommend to the Board 


the employment of one or more men of suitable 
qualifications and attainwents, to aid the, Publishing | 
Committee in their continually increasing labours. | 


Resolved, That it be recommended to the Board 
to offer suitable premiums, for the purpose of enlist- 
ing more pens, to increase the number of the publi- 
cations of this Union. 

Resolved, That this meeting, after having possess- 
ed and employed the nrost ample means of invyestiza- 








be Evangelized. oy 


ting the proceedings of the American 5. 5. Union, do 
cordially and unaminiously approve of the open and 
undisguised manner iv which its affairs have been con- 
ducted, and hereby express their high conmmenda- 
tion of the zeal, discretion, self-denial, and diligence 
of its Board of Managers. 


From the Home Missionary. 
A WORLD TO BE EVANGELIZED. 


Extract of a letter from Rev. Dr. Miller, of Prince- 
ton, lo the Corresponding Secretary of the Am. 
Home Miss. Soc. 


When I call to mind, my dear broth +, what 
great things ardent, persevering men have accoim- 
plished, in times past, in enterprizes far less wor- 
thy of zealous effort than those in which we pro- 
fess to be engaged, I am sometimes almost asha- 
ined to recollect that my brethren and myself bear 
the name of “ambassadors of Cliist.”’ Think 
fora moment what scenes occurred more than 
seven centuries ago, on the plains of Clermont, in 
France, when “ Peter the Hermiv” is said to have 
addressed an assembly of more than three hundred 
thousand persons, and to have roused them, by his 
fanatical eloquence, to that wonderful point of ex- 
citement which prepared them to enter with eu- 
thusiasm onthe Crusades! I have often asked 
myself—and am again constrained to ask myself, 
with peculiar emphasis, while I write this letter— 
Did that ignorant fanatic, by the fire of his mis- 
guided zeal, electrify Europe? Did he, by going 
from town to town, and urging his plea with vehe- 
mert and untiring earnestness, persuade millions, 
ecclesiastics as well as layineu, to cdevoke their 
time, their talents, their property, and even their 
lives, to an iasane project? And shail those who 
call our churches to a rational, and an infinitely 
glorious service—* pot to destroy men’s lives, but 
to save them” —not to corrupt or degrade their fel- 
low men, but to promete their temporal and eter- 
| nal happiness ; shall they labor in vain—plead in 
vain—and be scarcely able to excite one feeling 
of generous enthusiasin ia the noblest of all causes, 
in the bosom of more than ove in fifty of those 
whom they address >—shall we not soon witness a 
feeling, and hear a voice breaking forth on every 
side, something similar to that which, you remem- 
her, on the occasion referred to, rent the air—“ Let 
us march avd plant the cross on the territory 
which belongs to Christ ! Good wills tt! God wills 
n!? With how much more propriety nay re 
adopt this language! “There is yet much land to 
be possessed.” Let us march aud plant the cross 
upon it! May we not say, Jehoyah the Saviour 
wills it? Ltrust it will be seen U.at he does intend 
to accomplish mach in this holy enterprise by the 
men of the present generation. 

But what is the object at which we ought to 
aim? It is manifest that we ought vo set for our- 
selves no less a task than COMPLETELY EVANGEL- 
ISING THIS WHOLE NATION. While foreign 
| missions, far trom being abandoned or diminished, 
jought to be more and nore extended every year; 
at the same time every haod ought to be lifted, 
(every heart to beat, and every pulpit to resound, 
in behalfof pomestic Missions. For carrying 
on this cause with aident and increasing zeal, 
fevery minister ought to consider all his powers as 











put in requisition ; every lheological sludent ought 


to regard himself as a consecrated agent, prepar- 
ing ta. act with all his energy; every Christian 
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ought to hold himself and all that he has as pledg- 
ed; and our children, from the earliest dawn of 
moral feeling, ought to be taught to lisp the in- 
portance and the duty of urging forward this hal- 
lowed and glorious cause. Thus ought we to 
proceed—never ceasing to strive, ang plead, and 
pray 5-—every year, if possible, doubling our exer- 
tions ;—until we shall see a Bible in every house ; | 
a Sabbath School in every little district; and a 
pious minister of the Gospel im every neighbor- 
hood in which a sufficient number of souls are 
found to form a decent congregation. 

It has often been observed, that when God is 
about to accomplish great things for the chureh or 
the world, he commonly raises up one of more 
distinguished individuals, who consecrate thet 
time, their talents, their substance, in a peculiar 
inanner, to the great work which absorbs their 
whole souls, Shall we not speedily see some 
“ angels of mercy”—if I may be allowed the ex- 
pression, raised up for this noble, God-like con- 
secration 2? Shall we not see another Luther, o: 
rather a number of Luthers, avive, to “ wake war 
on the seat” of ignorance and sin, and to put to 
shame the timidity aod tndolence of preceding 
ministers ? Shall not a band of evangelical How 
ards come forth to explore the dominious of dark 
ness, and corruption, and misery, to proclaim lib 
erly to the captives, and the opening of the prison 
to them that are bound 2 Shai) not a vew and hal- 
lowed race of rich men arise, who shall manifest 
that they really believe the Master’s words, when 
he said, It is more blessed lo give than to receive ? 
Who shal! testify, that, of all modes of employing 
property’, they cordially prefer Mat which devotes 
itto Chiist? Who shall show that hey prize above | 
all other pleasures, the ple asure olf contiibniing to 
make a generation of immortal beings, with thei 
children, and their children’s children, wise, and 
holy, and happy 2? When, olf when snall that day 
airive? Come, Lord Jisus, come quickly, even so, 
come, Lord Jesus ? 

Praying that grace, merey, and peace may b 
multiplied to vou and tothe Society which you 
represent, [ am, very cordially, your frie.d and 
brother in Christ, Sametn. Miucer. 


A LETTER FROM FLORID \ 
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The following interesting extract has been obli 


ginuly furnished by a student in the Seminary | 
at Princeton, under date of April 28, 1828. bh 
is from a distinguished Jayiman, of sterling in 
tegrity, resident in Jefferson co. Florida, winch | 
renders the information it contains doubly val. | 
uable.— Home Missionary. 

“This country is populating very fast, but as | 
yet aff are busily employed in the indispens «ble | 
business of clearing land and planting provisions. 
The emigrants hither are of a description very 
superior to those who ustially compose the first 
settlers of new countries. We have already a 
great mass of intelligence and enterprize among 
us, and this is rapidly increasing. 

Florida will prove a very important theatre for 
religious and literary operations. The fund ap- 
propriated to purposes of education, will be more 
ample than in any of the new States. Our tern- 
tory is divided into townships of six miles square 
—and these into 36 sections of one mile square. 
One of these sections, in each township, is appro- 





priated to the support of common schools.” Be- 
sides which there are seventy-two sections of 640 
acres each, appropriated to the establishment and 
support of a university. 

These 72 sections have been selected from the 
best lands in the territory, before any was offered 
for sale. This fund would even now sell for two 
hundved and fifty thousand dollars. Into whose 
hands shall the administration of these funds fall, 
and under whose direction shall the education of 
the country be placed ? 

This is a momentous question, to which the in- 
terests of that branch of the Christian Church to 
which we belong, cannot be indifferent. 


FROM CATARAUGUS COUNTY, N. Y. 


A correspondeat at Rochester, under date of April 
8, writes as follows to the Secretary of the 
Western Agency. —tb. 

Dear Sir,—T1 have recently been in Cataraugus 
County, and spent about ten days there. I found 
ouly one Pyesbytermn aninister in the county, 
though there are ten thousand inhabitants. There 
are a few churches, but they are dwindling. Some 
of them have act bad a communion season for 
years, [t appears to me to be a moral waste 
which has been more neglected than any other 
part of the state of New-York, and I should think, 


| from what [ have seen and heard, that things are 


growing worse and worse with them. Ik will not 
be enough to say to the people there, “ find you a 
minister, aud we will iend you assistance towards 
His support.’ Some special effort must be made 
ly get ministers inte that county! "The villages of 
fvanklinville and Ellicottvittle might, I am told, 


| raise about $150 each fora Presbyterian minister. 


Ou the west live of the County, Waterboro’, Con- 
ewange, and Ellington might taise about $100 
apiece. There are other places which have a few 
Presbyterian families in them, where a minister 
would find employment for ove quarter of the 
time. Perhaps there are five or six such places. 


|The people have said to me * can’t you send us a 


ninister.” i have promised to make known their 
circumstances to you. 


Auriliary Foreign Mission Society of Boston 


‘und vicinity.——The anniversary of this Society 


was celebrated ou Thursday evening 29th alt., in 
Hanover Chareh,—Jobn Tappan, Esq., President, 
in the chair. 

From the statement contained in the Report of 
the Committee, it appears that this flourishing 
Auxiliary has paid to the American Board, during 
the past year, the sam of $13,007 86, which sum 
however included a lecacy of $2000, bequeathed 
to the Society by its late President, the Hon. Win. 
Phillips. 

The total awonunt received from the Associa- 
tions connected with this Auxiliary the past year, 
was $6644 08, being an advance upon the amonnt 
received (rom this source the last year of $1056,06. 

The total amount received from collectious at 
Monthly Concerts the past year has been $1175 26, 
being an increase of the income from this source 
above that of last year, of $361 19. 

The income from other sources during the year, 
was $346 29. The total amount of increase from 
the ordinary sources of income as above exhibited 
has been $1588 47.> Boston Rec. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE CLASS SOCIETY. 


The first anniversary of this Society was held 
in Dr. Wiison’s ehurch, May 22d. The Treasu- 
rer’s Report, and that of the Executive Commit- 
tee were read. Motions were moved and secon- 
ded by the Rev. Messrs. Brantly and Helfenstein, 
of Philadelphia, Eddy of Canandaigua, and Rev. 
Dr. Sargeant, of the Methodist church, Philadel- 
phia. The second resolution was this: Resolved, 
That the attainment of the sublime objects of oth- 
er benevolent Lostitutions, which are the glory of 
our age, deinands of Zion’s friends a remembrance 
of the American Bible Class Society, in their pray- 
ers and their patronage. 





From the Connecticut Observer. 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN LYME, CT. 


Mr. Hooxrer,—Having been called in Providence, 
recently to supply the people in the First Society in 
Lyme, and having witnessed there a display of the 
glory of the grace of Golin the conversion of sin- 
ners—a hope that a relation of it may be the means of 
advancing, in some degree, the interest of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom, and therefore of promoting the 
glory of God, induces me to send you the following 
account. 

In the year 1817, the church was visited with a 
precious outpouring of the Spirit, as the fruits of 
which, 82 were added to it. From that time, until 
recently, religion has been in a languishing state. 
“ The ways of Zion mourned because few came to her 
solemn feasts.’’ During aconsiderable part of the last 
year, also, their pastor, the late Rev. Lathrop Rock- 
well, had been rendered anable, by reason of sick- 
ness, to discharge the duties of this station. In the 
month of September, I was invited to supply the pul- 
pit, and soon after, God was graciously pleased to 
xive some indications, that He was about to appear 
there by the influences of His Holy Spirit, and re- 
vive his work. Meetings became more fully attend- 
ed, and the church began to awake from their stupid- 
ity, andto mourn over their backslidings. In the 
latter part of October, a day of fasting and pray- 
er was observed by thechurch. The Rev. Mr. Hotch- 
kiss, of Saybrook, officiated on the oecasion, and 
greatsolemnity and much feeling were manifested. 
A spirit of prayer was poured out upon them; they 
were led to search their hearts, and examine on what 
grounds they were building their hopes for eternity. 
Prayer meetings, especially among the females, be- 
gan to be attended with more than ordinary interest. 
At the same time, a few began to make the impor- 
tant inquiry,—‘‘ What shall we do to be saved?” It 
was not, however, tilt the latter part of November, 
that any were brought to indulge the hope that their 
hearts were changed. Then, ia a neighborhood where 
there never had been a revival, but where a little 
band of pious females had long been praying for the 
blessing, God appeared in his glory, and in a short 
time, five young persons four of whom were mem- 
bers of one family, were brought, as they hoped, to 
submission tothe Saviour. For two months the work 
was gradually advancing. Stillness and solemnity 
pervaded the crowded meetings, and within that time 
about 25 had expressed a hope that their hearts were 
changed. Not far from the beginning of February, 
however, the work was more powerful than it had 
ever been before. In the school district in which the 





* revival commenced, and in one adjoining, the power 


of God was wonderfully displayed. Never did | 
witness so solemn a scene as was manifested one eve- 
ning, when 200 were crowded into a school house, 
sud the nature of submission, aud the immediate duty 
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of sinners to give their hearts to the Saviour, was 
urged upon the assembly. God was pleased to ac- 
company the truth to the hearts of many of the hear- 
ers, who soon afterwards indulged a hope that they 
had submitted to Christ. Two young persons who 
were awakened on that evening, in about a week 
were rejoicing in hope. When they looked round, 
however, on their own neighborhood, and saw them- 
selves almost entirely alone, the sight aflected their 
hearts. They tried to tell their young companions 
“what a dear Saviour they had found,” and invited 
them to share in their joys, by repenting of sin, and 
submitting to the Saviour. ‘These exhortations they 
accompanied with earnest prayer, and God was pleas- 
ed, ina wonderful manner, to hear their prayers, 
and to bless their exertions. In one week, they bad 
the unspeakable satisfaction of beholding fen in their 
own neighborhood joining them in praising their Re- 
deemer. Fortwo or three weeks more, the work 
went on with rapidity and interest. About the begin- 
ning of March, however, their Pastor began more 
rapidly to decline, and on the 14th was called away 
by death. His situation began to engross the thoughts 
and the conversation of the people, and the Spirit 
gradually departed. A few instances of hopeful con- 
version, however, occurred till the last Sabbath in 
April, which was the Sabbath before | closed my la- 
bours there. 

As the fruits of this revival, between 75 and 80. in 
the judgment of charity, appear at present, to give 
evidence of piety. The work has been confined 
principally to the young ; though a few heads of fam- 
iles have shared in the blessing. On the first Sabbath 
in April, 14 were added to the church, 8 of whom 
may be considered as the first fruits of this revival.— 
A large nuinber expect to unite with them on the first 
Sabbath in July. 

This is a brief statement of what God has done for 
his church and people there, and ‘to Hin be all the 
glory.” Respectfully yours, 

JOHN A. HEMPSTED. 

Hartford, June 3, 1828. 


Two facts, in connexion withthe above, it may not 
be improper to state: The first relates to the happy 
effects of reading the Bible. 

In the early part of November, it was recommended 
to the young people to read daily such a portion of 
the Bible, that in the course of a year, they would 
read it through. Two young nen, who were broth- 
ers, immediately commenced this course of reading. 
At first they read it carelessly, but as they proceed- 
ed, their attention was arrested to the concerus of 
their souls, and after a few weeks, they were led to 
hope in the mercy of God; embraced the Saviour 
who is revealed in the Bible, aud took this sacred 
volume as the ‘‘ man of their counsel, and the guide 
of their lives.” One of them in relating this circum- 
stance, observed, ‘‘ The Book which | once neglect- 
ed, is the best friend that | have in the world.” 

The other fact may be interesting to the friends of 
temperance, 

On the Sabbath before the last thanksgiving, the 
Rev. Dr. Edwards, of Boston, preached two seér- 
mons on the subject of intemperance, and proposed 
asa remedy, the plan of enlive abstinence. The so- 
ber, temperate, respectable part of the inhabitants 
immediately adopted this practice, and as the result, 
two pipes of French Brandy which had been purchas- 
ed about that time, by two of the principal retailers, 
have ever since remained unopened. 


REVIVAL IN HADLYME, CON. 


The Rev. Mr. Vail in a communication to the Ob- 
server says :— 

The Great Head of the Church has been pleased 
to visit the Society of Hadlyme, with a refreshing 
shower of divine grace. It is about a year since the 
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62 Revivals of 
first appearance of the work. Its beginning was 
small and its progress gradual and silent; but has 
been marked in several instances, with sigual displays 
of the sovereign power of God. It continued nearly 
eleven months without any perceptible abatement. 
Some in every part of the society have shared in its 
happy effects. 

it has been more general among middle aged peo- 
ple and those considerably advanced in life, than is 
usual in such seasons. 

As the fruit of this revival fifty-six members have 
been added to our church, seven or eight of whom 
are rising of fifty and three above seventy years of 
age. One has beeu admitted by letter from another 
church. Twenty-six of the above number are heads 
of families. Thirty received baptism at the time of 
their admission. Twenty-eight children have also 
been baptized within a short space. 

Since my ordination, which is upwards of 48 years, 
Thave admited about 169 members, two of whom 
only have left our communion and joined different 
denominations. Our present number is 95, several 
others itis expected will soon make a public profes- 
sion of their faith in Christ. 

All who are acquainted with the smaliness of our 
congregation, will acknowledge that the Lord hath 
wrought marvellous things for us. The population 
of this parish has been but small from the beginning. 
From the frequent emigrations of its inhabitants to 
new settlements, and from other causes, it has been, 
within the last forty years, considerably diminished. 
The number of families belonging to the congrega- 
tional denomination at the present time, does not 
exceed fifty. There are a few Episcopalians and a 
number of Baptists in the society, the latter of whom 
have had a considerable share in the late revival, 
and have within a few weeks past formed a small 
church. 

Before I close, I would briefly mention some things 
which by the blessing of God have been greatly con- 
ducive to the promotion of the work. 

Ist. Besides freqaent weekly meetings at which 
a discourse was commonly delivered, a weekly meet- 
ting for prover and enquiry was kept up for about 
ten months. The prayer meeting and third service 
on the Sabbath are still continued. 

2. The Conference of the Churches which has 
met twice in this place since the commencement of 
the revival, has been followed with very beneficial 
effects. 

3. The uncommon union and harmony, which 
have subsisted from the beginning, among the 
members of the Church, have been attended with 
a happy influence upon the minds of others, and op- 
erated to convince impenitent sinners that the reli- 
gion of Jesus is an infinite reality. 

4. Among other things which have had a tendency 
to promote the work, may be noticed the unwearied 
labors of the brethren of the church, who repeated- 
ly, by their committees appointed for that purpose, 
visited by two and two at every house, and conversed 
individually with each member of the family—and 
united with them in prayer. 


Revirals of Religionin the Episcopal Churches, in 
Berkshire and Montgomery. 


When I took charge of the Churches in Berkshire 
and Montgomery, the state of religion was very low. 
The unholy lives of some of Christ's professed friends, 
had given the enemy occasion to speak reproachfully 
of them and the sacred cause which they had espous- 
ed. I was soon confirmed in the belief, that if we 
ever experienced a ‘‘season of refreshing,”’ it must 
** begin at the house of God.” I accordingly began 
to plead with professors of religion—I endeavored 
to show them the fallacy of a mere name to live while 
they were spiritually dead. 
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The first indications of awakeniug seriousness appear- 
edas | had anticipated, at the house of God. Many o: 
those who had long been sleeping at their posts, were 
now aroused from their slumbers, and appeared alive 
to the momentous subject of religion. Our Sunday 
and Wednesday evening prayer meetings, in which 
before [ had to be the principal organ, were now con- 
verted into meetings of mutual exhortation and prayer. 

As soon as the members of our Church removed 
their ‘‘ stumbling blocks,”” and came forward equip- 
ped to fight the battles of the Lord, it was evideut 
that God was among us. The services of the sanctua- 
ry were unusually well attended, and a deep serious- 
ness and solemnity appeared to rest upon the congre- 
gation. The preaching of the Gospe!, though at- 
tempted in inuch weaksess, was applied by the Holy 
Spirit to the consciences of the hearers. Impenitent 
sinners, who once prided themselves in their suppos.- 
ed moral excellence, began to tremble—the * enemies 
of the cross” hid their faces, ashamed and confound- 
ed—formalists fled from their refuge of Jies—the 
followers of Jesus were struggling after greater at- 
tainments in the divine life. 

During this season of * refreshing from the pres- 
ence of the Lord,” about sixty have united with the 
Churches over which I have been constituted an over- 
seer. This religious excitement commenced amoug 
Episcopalians, and has been almost exclusively con- 
fined to our congregations. And what is almost in- 
credible, but one of its subjects has united with any 
other devomination.—( Vermont) Episcopal Register. 


From the Western Luminary. 


REVIVAL IN AN ASYLUM FOR THE DEAF 
AND DUMB. 


Mr. Sxitieman,—at a late administration of the 
Lord’s Supper, in Danville, among those who were 
received into the communion and fellowship of the 
church, Ll observed a young lady, apparently about 
16 years of age, a pupil of ‘the Deaf and Dumb As- 
ylum of that place. She was admitted upon the re- 
commendation of the Rev. Mr. Kerr, who is connectei! 
with the Institution; and the Pastor of the Church 
further stated that he had received a communication 
from the young lady herself, expressing her desire to 
unite with the church, professing her faith in Jesus 
Christ, her reliance upon him for salvation, and 
her earnest wish to memonialize his death and suf- 
ferings. 

This to me was an extremely interesting event ; and 
among the glorious triumphs of the kingdom of thic 
Prince of Peace, in these, our eventful times, it 
is not unworthy of serious observation, that the 
Church in Danville, enrolls among its members nine 
deaf and dumb persons. Truly, “the Deaf shall 
hear and the Dumb shall sing.”—These have been 
received into connection with the Church, after strict 
examination into their acquaintance, intellectual and 
moral ‘‘ with the things that pertain to salvation.’ 
The evidences have in every case been ample and sat 
isfactory. I have often conversed with them myse): 
I have seen few persons who manifested more clear- 
ness of perception, or perspicuity of expression of 
the scheme of salvation —They appear to have a ful! 
and distinct conception of salvation through “ Christ 
crucified.”” As an evidence of their piety, I would 
mention, that they haye instituted, without any sus- 
gestion from any person, evening and morning social 
worship to their great Creator and Saviour, which i: 
conducted by the more advanced pupils. Besides 
those who have united with the church, several oth- 
ers have professed piety, and all are more or less 
impressed with a deep sense of reverence, for theit 
Creator. 

These facts, I have thought, were worthy of being 
generally known, and transwit them to you for pub- 
lication. They appear to me to merit attention an° 
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tp constitute “a sign,’’ indicative of much interest. 
They are perhaps, unparalleled in the history of the 
Church, dud of the world. Puitocoravs. 
Among the Cumberland Presbyterians.—In the last 
Report of the Synodical Committee of the Cumber- 
land Presbyterian Church, published in the Alabama 
Misceilaneous Herald of April 15th, it is stated that 
the cause of religion is gloriously triumphing in many 
parts of their extensive bounds. The demand for 
preaching and the ordinances of the church, espe- 
cially inthe Arkansas, Hopewell, Illinois, and Ala- 
bama Presbyteries, increases greatly beyond the pow- 
er of supplying it. Remarkable revivals of religion 
have been witnessed, especially in the Elk and Leba- 
non Presbyteries. ‘The Report speaks of an exten- 
sive revival in the college under their patronage, and 
contains favorable accounts from their Missionary 
school at Charity Hill, Chickasaw Nation. ‘‘ The 
aggregate number professing to have found Chirist in 
the pardon of their sins, since the last Synod, is 
4006, and of adults baptized, 996."—Charleston Obs. 





REVIVAL IN LITHUANIA. 
Translated for the N. Y. Obs. 


The religious spirit of the age seems to have left 
no corner of the earth unvisitied. Tribes which are 
excluded from the rest of the world not only by their 
local position, but by the narrow circle in which their 
language is spoken, have nevertheless caught a por- 
tion of this God-like spirit. A remarkable instance 
of this kind is to be found in the religious excitement 
among the Lithuanians on the Russian frontier, of 
which we propose to give a brief account. Among 
this people, whose language renders them peculiarly 
isolated, but who are nevertheless intelligent, a sect 
has sprung up, or rather a society of lively, spiritual 
Christians, called Swentegis (saints) or Maldeninker 
(praying persons.) The origin of this sect is thus stat- 
ed:Certain pious ministers in the Lithuanian parishes 
introduced the practice of repeating in a private as- 
sembly during the week, the sermons of Sunday.— 
The biessing which attended this exercise, made them 
welcome to the houses of the virtuous shepherds, and 
in their assemblies the word of life became quick and 
powerful. Those who shared in this extraordinary 
refreshing, were country people, and all in humble 
life. They at first announced the truth in their own 
villages ; then went into the neighboring places and 
collected every where a little company of believers, 
whom they visited from time to time, and strengthened 
them in the service of God. ‘These persons are call- 
ed Vermahner, (exhorters.) At length the number 
so much increased, that it amounted to thousands; 
inmany places it even constitutes a majority of the 
population. . 

The outward appearance of these people is not at 
all peculiar. They are only known by their serious, 
discreet deportment ; for example, they drink no ar- 
dent spirits, of which the Lithuanians are so fond; 
they clothe themselves with modest apparel. and 
avoid all worldly lusts. There isno vestige of sec- 
tarism among them: they attend the churches even 
of unbelieving preachers, and pray for their conver- 
sion: alsothey receive the holy Sacrament under 
ordained ministers. A peculiarity which obtained at 
one time, among some of them, was defective no- 
tionsof repentance. They considered a certain de- 
sree of penance to be as vecessary as conversion ; 
and accordingly provided a number of rales for pros- 
elytes, which were ill-advised. But the wise instruc- 
00 of their pious ministers has rescued them from 
these errors. They stand now as witnesses to the 
“nergy of the Wordof Christ, in the midst of sur- 
Founding darkness. Notwithstanding all the perse- 
Cutions and reproaches which they are called to suf- 
‘er, they remain true to their ackoowledget faith, 
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read the Scriptures and religious books with deep in- 
terest, and confirm their doctrine by devout and 
pious lives. O that all the preachers may kuow how 
to lead these quickened souls aright and carry them 
forward iv the heavenly race. 


From the American Pastor's Journal. 
VARIETY OF MEANS. 


The sovereignty of God is peculiarly manifest in 
the varicty of means he is pleased to bless. Soime- 
times he is pleased to bless the persevering fidelity of 
his children, and sometimes their designed neglect. 
When the late lamented Missionary, Abraham Bald. 
win, was preaching in M in the S.ate of Ver- 
mont, he visited the house of Mr. ~and conver- 
sed individually with all the family on the impor- 
tance of religion, except the lady of the house, whom 
he designedly neglected. This neglect which she 
construed to Mr. Baldwin's indifference respecting 
her salvation, troubled her. She considered it as 
fearfully ominous, began to think on her sins, and 








her guilt and danger. About midnight Mr. Baldwin 
was sent for, and earnestly intreated to visit her 
without delay. Her distress was so great, her con- 
viction so pungent, that her friends were apprehen- 
sive she would not live until morning. “ Go,” said 
Mr. Baldwin, ‘‘ and tell her I can do her no good. 
If she wishes help she must apply to a wienER PuyY- 
SICIAN.”” 

This message cut her off from human dependence, 
and led to an almost immediate submission to Christ. 
Before the morning sun arose, the Sun of Righteous- 
ness had poured his beams on her soul, and filled her 
with a hope full of immortality. 

This also illusttates what Mr. Baldwin called 
unily of means,” aod what he informed me lad 
often in his attempts to do good been peculiarly bles. 
sed. Apparent neglect was the means used for the 
awakening of the above individual, and appar- 
ent neglect the means ased for her speedy submissiou 


to Christ M. 


NOTICE. 

The Presbyterian Branch of the American Educa 
tion Society having become fully organized as a con 
stituent part of the General Institution, all applica- 
tions for aid, and the quarterly retarns of young meu 
under patronage, in the States of New-York, New- 
Jersey and Peunsylvania, will be directed hereafter, 
unless specially requested otherwise, to the Rev. Hen- 
ry White, Cor. Sec. and Agent of the Presbyterian 
Branch of the American Education Society, No. 34 
Beekman-street, New-York, expecting that applica- 
tions and returns within the limits of the Western 
Education Society, whese field of labor includes the 
Western Districts of the State of New-York, will be 
made to the Rev. James Eells, Cor. Sec. of said So- 
ciety, Westmoreland, Oneido Co. N.Y, All young 
men now under the patronage of the Parent Society 
in any Academy, College, or Theological Seminary, 
within the States, mentioned, will be careful to make 
their returns for the current quarter, punctually, by 
the 20th inst. tothe Rev. Henry White, as above. ~ 
E. Corvetius, Secretary of the A. E. S. 
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of Mr. Eber Lines aged 71. 

At Huntington, Mr. George L. Baldwin, of Wood- 
bridge, aged 18. 

At Litchfield, on the 10th inst. Mr. Daniel Lord, 
aged 80. 

At Warren, Ohio, on the 19th ult. Mr: Jabez Lef. 











fingwell, aged 60, formerly of Norwich, Conm 


in a few hours was overwhelmed with a conviction of 
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O4 Poetry—* The Angel wrote Jesus.’ 


Portry. 
"For the Religious Intelligencer. 
“THE ANGEL WROTE JESUS.” 


A departed Christian, during his last sickness, dream- 
ed of the descent of an Angel, bearing in his hand 
x book, on which was written only the name of 
Jesus. 


What wrote the Angel 9—His blest name 
Whom heaveuly hosts adore ! 

Ile, who on earth the scoifer’s shame 
The death on Calvary bore /— 

lie, who with pierc’d and bleeding hand 
Salvation’s gate did ope, 

And surety for a world doth stand, 
Its righteousness and hope /— 


Bright Angel !—whén this world shall fade,— 
Its joys resign their sway, 
Aud all its glories sink in shade 
From these desires away, 
Write thou that name in sunbeams fair, 
For my departing soul 
Would death’s dark valley calmly dare 
With that redeeming scroll.— H 





CPITAPH ON A BEAUTIFUL CHILD, 
Buried by the side of her little brother. 


(io to thy rest sweet Mary.—Morn shall rise, 
Birds with their early songs, salute the skies, 
lowers from the Spring, their orilliant garments 
take, 
But thou no more at love’s soft call awake. 
Yet they who o'er thy cradle slumbers hung, 
'Vhe-woo'd the accents of thy infant topgue, 
Wept o'er thy brow when sickness stole its bloom, 
And pour’d warm prayers through midnight’s deep- 
est gloom, 
They kiss that Chastening Hand which bows their 
pride, 
And spreads this pillow by thy brother’s side. 
H. 





UNIVERSALISM. 

Sometime since, a gentleman was at the house of 
the widow W in T , and, in the evening, 
engaged in vindicating the doctrine of Universalism 
with zeal. The next morning, a child seven or eight 
vears of age, who overheard the conversation the 
preceding evening, said to her mother, we may now 
steal, lie, and do other wicked things ; for there is no 
punishment for us when we die. ’ 

Go on, ye heralds commissioned from the infernal 
pit, and teach the rising generation that they may 
povsue a course of iniquity, and go te heaven when 
death shall end their career of wickedness.—-4nti- 
Universalist. 











CORNER STONE LAID. 


Ow the Mth ult. the corner-stone of a new Presby- 
terian Church was laid, in North East, Duchess Co. 
N.¥. Several of the neighboring clergy were pres- 
ent, and led the religious exercises usual on like oc- 
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"—LEpitaph on a beaatiful Child. 
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casions.. The prospect of having the precious privi- 
leges of the house of God, in a section of country’ 
where they haye never been enjoyed, the devotion 


and good feeling which were manifested by the as. 


sembly, rendered the scene peculiarly interesting. 
[ Communicated. 
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r LEGACIES. 


The Widow Sarah M. Swift, of Derby Conn., 
who deceased January 31st, 1827, left the following 
legacies for benevolent purposes which are secured 
to the societies. 


American Bible Society ‘ . $100 
American Board of Commissioners for For- 

eign Missions : ; ° so ee 
American Education Society : : - WO 
American Home Mission Seciety . - Ido 





ORDINATION. 


On the 4th inst. the Rev. Trmorny Strong, lately ot 
Cornwall, was installed in Chatham, over the Con- 
gregational Church and Society of Easthampton, 
The Rev. Mr. Selden, of Saybrook, offered the Intro- 
ductory Prayer; the Rev. Mr. Harvey, of Westches- 
ter, preached on the occasion, from 2 Chron. vi. 41; 
the Rev. Mr. Marsh, of Haddam, made the Installing 
Prayer ; the Charge was given by the Rev. Mr. Vail), 
of Hadlyme ; the Rev. Mr. Talcott, of Chatham, gave 
the Right Hand ; and the Concluding Prayer was of- 
fered by the Rev. Mr. Bently, of Middle Haddam. 

The friends of the Congregational Churches, and 
of the Conn. Domestic Missionary Society, are, it is 
presumed, gratified by this event. 

NOTICE. 

The “‘Ifome Missionary and American Pastor s 

Journal,” is received aud ready for delivery at the 


store of Messrs. C. and J. Salter, Chapel-street, 





A CARD. 


The Ladies of the First Congregational Society in 
Derby Conn., by the payment of $20, have made 
the subscriber a life member of the American Tract 
Society. By the payment of the same sum, they for- 
merly made him a member for life of the Connecticut 
Education Society. For these tokens of Christian 
benevolence and respect they have the very grateful 
acknowledgment of their friend and Pastor. 

ZEPHANIAH SWIFT. 

Derby, June 17th 1828. 








Lellers received at the Office of the Religious Intelligen- 
cer during the week ending June 18th, 1828. 

Josiah P. Howell; H. Camp ; James Knapp ; Seth 
Osborne; J. P. Defrest; Rev. M. Gillett; A. H. 
Hayden; John Holbrook; Ebenezer Dennison Jr.; 
S. Woodworth; J. Richards 2; Orrin Sage; Miss C. 
Miles; Henry Buckingham; Rev. Thomas Moore ; 
J. Cowan; T. Everett; Rev. D. Jones; Rev. J. Rob- 
inson; W. Crafts; Oliver Hale; G. R. Sandford: 
Noah Rossiter; E. Hunt; C. Crist. 
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Terms. $2, in advance ; $2 50, if not paid in three months —Agents who are accountable for six or more copies, 
will he allowed one copy gratis, or a commission of ten per cent. 
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